
 
 
 
 
 

 

Preparation for Meeting:  
“Plant Breeding Innovation – Towards 
Consistent Global Policy” 

Meeting 
Date: April 5-6, 2016 

Venue: Hotel Crowne Plaza Paris-Republique 

Invited Participants: Please see attachment 

Objectives of Meeting 
 To ensure that participants understand the criteria that have been proposed for the scope of 

regulation of products from the latest plant breeding technologies 

 To identify possible approaches for achieving consistent government criteria for scope of 

regulation 

 To identify ways that countries participating in this meeting (and the London meeting) can 

continue and support these discussions and possible approaches to achieve these consistent 

criteria 

Main Points for Meetings with Government Participants  

General Points 
 Make clear that this is an issue of high importance across both domestic seed sector as well as 

the global seed industry 

 Emphasize the importance of international consistency of policies for plant breeding methods, 

such as gene editing  

 Emphasize the importance of your country’s involvement in this meeting and the follow-up after 

the meeting 

  



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Talking Points 
 The meeting in Paris will be an important step in working toward consistent policies 

 The seed industry is proposing that governments work toward an agreement on the criteria they 

use for creating a scope of regulation for plant breeding innovation and breeding methods such 

as gene editing  

 The seed industry is proposing two basic criteria for not covering a final plant product or a 

technique under biotech/GMO regulations: 

o  the final plant product solely contains stably inherited genetic material from sexually 

compatible plant species; or, 

o the modification is the result of mutagenesis- spontaneous, induced or targeted. 

 We hope to have a good discussion on these criteria during the meeting in Paris 

 We also hope that the participants in the Paris meeting will be committed to following up with 

their governments on the importance of moving toward consistent criteria for scope of 

regulation 

 We hope that the countries invited to the Paris meeting can form a core group providing 

international leadership, recognizing: 

o The importance of plant breeding innovations 

o The importance of countries having a consistent policy approach 

Important Dates  
o March 23 - Talking points sent to NSAs and CL organizations 

o March 24 - Agenda and Criteria Paper sent to invited participants 

o Week of March 28 - NSAs and CL organizations coordinate to meet with government 

representatives 

o April 1 - Feedback from government meetings sent to ISF and CLI  

 


