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M E S S A G E  O F  T H E  P R E S I D E N T

The maiden issue of the ISF Annual Report comes to you during unprecedented times. But rather 

than dwell on the crisis alone, I would like to bring a message of hope and encouragement to 

you, my fellow seedsmen and seedswomen, to continue our essential work. 

Civilisations flourished when groups of people came together to do agriculture. They started 

passing seeds to neighbouring tribes and, along with the seeds, the know-how to obtain a harvest 

from them. Today we are no longer living in small groups, but in increasingly complex and 

interconnected societies. Seeds continue to move from one place to another – a continuation of 

a process that started 13,000 years ago – but done today in a much bigger scale and supported 

by a professional sector of plant breeders, seed producers, traders, cooperatives and others. 

When something like the COVID-19 pandemic threatens the flow of seeds around the world it brings into sharp focus the 

importance of securing the movement of seeds to safeguard our food security. Seeking isolation by closing borders could 

be a good strategy to prevent contagion, but not sowing today would mean no harvest tomorrow and no food the day after.

In the context of this difficult time, let me share an uplifting anecdote of my own personal experience in our company. When 

explaining the importance of our industry’s role and thus, of the company itself, we saw, without exemption, how every single 

person did their best to secure the continuity of our activity.  As did both governments and regulators. Ruling in favour of the 

continuity of our industry, as many countries did, shows that the message was deeply understood.

But that doesn’t mean we can relax. Rather the opposite. We have to work harder to harmonise laws that facilitate the import 

and export of seeds. To achieve this goal, it’s imperative to continue developing the Systems Approach we have been drawing 

up over the last two years. Furthermore, plant breeders’ rights must be upheld in every country. We are not there yet, but 

definitely closer than two years ago. 

The race to breed new seeds cannot be won with the current tools alone. We need to improve our breeding methods and we 

need the germplasm to develop better crop varieties. The private sector is becoming more involved in the discussion with 

the public sector on preserving our genetic diversity. A fair and sustainable International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources 

for Food and Agriculture (ITGRFA) needs to be agreed upon.

When it comes to regulation on the latest breeding methods, we should never grow weary of communicating the importance 

of innovation and who benefits from it. Mankind needs improved crop varieties to overcome new threats from disease, 

weather changes and respond to market needs. The advantages and disadvantages of these latest techniques must be 

explained scientifically and transparently to gain wide support.

On handing over the presidency to my successor, I’d like to tell you all how much I enjoyed this unforgettable experience. I’m 

afraid this has not been a balanced win-win situation, since I have the impression that what I’m taking home is much more 

valuable that what I’m leaving you. I do hope, however, that my legacy contributes in some small way to the fantastic work 

that the ISF’s staff and volunteers are carrying out.

Eduard Fito
President
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M E S S A G E  O F  T H E  S E C R E T A R Y  G E N E R A L

When I began writing my contribution to this report in my home office like so many of you, 

I was asking myself: does it really make sense to write what we have done in 2019, when 

the agriculture and seed sectors are in the middle of coping with the unprecedented crisis of 

COVID-19? The World Food Programme warns about famines “of biblical proportions” due to 

the pandemic, and the G20 Extraordinary Agriculture Ministers Meeting stated the critical role 

of the private sector in food systems and called for enhanced public and private cooperation.
 

I must say yes, because in the end, our annual report is based on the actions we’ve taken to 

realize the seed sector’s vision of “making quality seed accessible to all to support food security 
and sustainable agriculture”. I see our sector engaged everywhere to support agricultural production, not just during a crisis 

but on a daily basis, though its importance is perhaps even more amplified during difficult times.
 

Biodiversity, sustainability, innovation, movement of seed, engagement. What we have been working on ever since will 

not only stay valid but in tomorrow’s world, which will certainly be different, the seed sector’s part in food security and 

sustainability will be even more crucial. With the uncertainty that will accompany us during the next months and years and 
when business-as-usual is no longer possible, it is essential that we, the seed sector, keep on contributing to prepare the 
harvest of tomorrow. 
 

2019 was an exciting year as ISF aligned its vision and actions to the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which are 

overarching principles that form the foundation of public policies. Our sector contributes to many SDGs and their achievement 

depends on the contribution of plant breeders, seed producers and traders. We’ve been engaged in many of these objectives 

ever since, and we must continue to highlight the role of “seed as a foundational element of the food system”.

ISF’s participation in round tables and discussions at the World Trade Organisation, World Economic Forum, UN High Level 

Political Forum on Sustainable Development, Committee of Food Security, and in diverse UN publications were our means 

to plant the seed of recognition of the foundational element of seed in food production. This work is ongoing with the 

preparation of the Food Systems Summit in 2021.
 

I would like to emphasize that the current recognition of seed as an essential good in most countries is not only crucial to 

maintain our freedom to operate but a positive step forward enabling us to pave the way for future discussions on recovery 
and food production post COVID-19. 
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“A world where the best quality seed is 
accessible to all, supporting sustainable 
agriculture and food security.”

→



2020 is the International Year of Plant Health, and ISF is privileged to be part of the Steering Committee at international 

level within the FAO. Indeed, plant health starts with seed health. Let’s showcase how we are engaged in healthy seed at 
the core of our business. 
 

The seed business is truly global. Import/export of seed is necessary to facilitate breeding of new varieties for specific 

climate zones and the production of seed in various areas. As processing and seed testing are frequently centralized and 

seed lots may be sold to a variety of different countries over a period of many years, re-export is common and frequent. We 

need the implementation of the International Standard of Phytosanitary Measures (ISPM 38). On this, ISF is taking further 

action to promote alternative certification options. 
 

We are moving towards a more virtual world, and the crisis today has only accelerated the pace. ISF has been building up 

its engagement on social media. We see a strong need to go further in getting our voice heard. Going virtual is a natural 
way forward.
 

Zurich and Amman were very well-attended March and Midterm Meetings in 2019, and even right before the turning point 

of COVID-19 this year we had a great number of participants in Porto during our March meetings. The exchange during 

these meetings is incredible and so energizing. We will continue finding ways to improve the interaction and discussions. 
 

On top of this we had an excellent and record-breaking ISF World Seed Congress 2019, and I would like to thank our 

colleagues in the French Seed Union (UFS) for the extraordinary cooperation and trust to build this event together. We 

shaped further our media engagement during this event, by organising a press conference to speak out about what we are 
doing. Merci la France!
 

And now, normally we should meet in some weeks in South Africa, and many of us will be at home or just starting to return 

to the office. The ISF Secretariat and the National Organising Committee (NOC) will continue to dream how it would have 

been to meet you all. We accept realities but we continue to create our future, therefore I look forward to seeing you all in 
person in South Africa in 2022!
 

Nothing will replace human connection. Nothing will replace our need as people to gather, meet and exchange. We will 
continue to engage in our joint vision and celebrate our shared experiences. Count on ISF and the Spanish NOC to prepare a 

great ISF World Seed Congress 2021 in Barcelona. We will work on bridging the real and virtual world to expand our reach. 

The ISF Virtual Congress on 8-10 June is a taste of what’s to come. 
 

It is time for me to express also my deepest thanks to the ISF team for their dedication and engagement. Thanks - Dennis, 

Camilla, Yasmine - for your contribution and all the best on your new direction. To the new persons who joined - Rose, Camille, 

Sylvie, Airah - welcome to ISF and thanks for your readiness to support the seed sector, to continue our story. 
 

In these times more than ever, I extend my thanks to all the companies who allow their employees to dedicate their time to 

this joint endeavour to make quality seed accessible to all by promoting the movement of seed and plant breeding innovation. 
 

Our future will be different, our way of cooperation and engagement will be different, but as in past we will overcome 
this situation to achieve our joint vision of a world where quality seed is accessible to all to support food security and 
sustainable agriculture. 
 

Be proud to be here; take pride in what you do in the time of COVID-19 and beyond!

Seed is Life!

Michael Keller
Secretary General

M E S S A G E  O F  T H E  S E C R E T A R Y  G E N E R A L
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I S F  K E Y  E V E N T S  O F  T H E  Y E A R  2 0 1 9 - 2 0 2 0

14 JUNE 2019

OECD Seed Schemes Annual 
Meeting. Over 80 experts 
from National Designated 
Authorities discussed 
international trade of quality 
seed by applying harmonized 
varietal certification standards 
and procedures. 

VIENNA, AUSTRIA 

26 JUNE – 3 JULY 2019 

ISTA Congress. ISF 
participated in the workshop 
on BMT, supporting the use of 
DNA markers for verification 
of varietal identity and 
purity, and enforcement of 
Intellectual Property rights. 

HYDERABAD, INDIA

3-5 JUNE 2019

More than 1,700 international professionals and business 
leaders from 63 countries gathered in Nice for the 70th ISF 
World Seed Congress, the largest annual gathering of the seed 
sector which brings together seed industry players and key 
stakeholders.

 NICE, FRANCE

In his opening speech, ISF President Eduard Fito emphasized the seed 
sector’s vital role in food security, sustainable agriculture and innovation. 
“The impact of the seed industry is crucial and far reaching”.

Members of the World Seed Partnership
representing ISF, UPOV, ISTA, OECD and WFO
came together for a podcast interview with
SeedWorld on what the Partnership can do for
countries in establishing a strong seed sector.
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24 FEB. – 1 MARCH 2019 

ISF March Meetings

ZURICH, SWITZERLAND 

29 MARCH – 1 APRIL

China Seed Congress

BEIJ ING, CHINA

14 MAY 2019 

OECD Global Forum on Agriculture. Policy Priorities for the 
Global Food System Global Forum on Agriculture.

PARIS, FRANCE

13-15 MAY 2019 

High level meeting with JASTA and ministry officials on PBI

TOKYO, JAPAN

22-23 MAY 2019 

30 Years of SANSOR, workshop on ePhyto 

DURBAN, SOUTH AFRICA

4-7 MARCH 2019

AFSTA Congress 

MOMBASA, KENYA 

15-16 APRIL 2019

Seed Connect Africa conference on the future of the private 
seed sector 

ABUJA, NIGERIA 

20-24 MAY 2019

UPOV Technical Working Party Vegetables meeting

SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA 

20 MAY 2019

World Farmers Organisation 
(WFO) Annual Meeting. 
Roundtable on The 
Climakers. 

LUXEMBOURG 



25-26 JULY 2019 

ISF participated in 
The Economist’s 
“Feeding the Future” 
summit

SINGAPORE

30 AUGUST 2019 

APSA’s 5th Expert Consultation on Phytosanitary Measures in 
the Asia-Pacific

BANGKOK, THAILAND

16-19 SEPTEMBER 2019 

Experts on DUS (Distinctness, 
Uniformity and Stability) 
testing from approximately 
20 different Plant Variety 
Protection offices exchanged 
on developments in variety 
testing, including the use of 
molecular markers. 

MONTEVIDEO, URUGUAY

21– 25 OCTOBER 2019 

ISF Midterm Meetings.
Continued discussions 
on ISF’s key strategic 
objectives.
Interaction with 
Jordanian authorities 
from the Agriculture 
Ministry responsible 

for research, plant variety protection, biodiversity and trade.

AMMAN, JORDAN

10-14 JULY 2019 

ISF was part of a delegation 
representing the agricultural 
input sectors during the 
High Level Political Forum 
at the UN. As the global 
representative of the private 
seed sector, ISF embraces 
the SDGs.

NEW YORK, USA

20-21 AUGUST 2019 

60 years of 
ANPROS

SANTIAGO, CHILE 
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16-17 SEPTEMBER 2019 

CIOPORA Board meeting, 1st invitation of ISF

FRANKFURT, GERMANY

18-20 SEPTEMBER 2019 

Seed Congress, India

BANGALORE, INDIA

10 OCTOBER 2019 

AFSTA Workshop on ISPM 38 - International movement of seed

NAIROBI, KENYA

14-18 OCTOBER 2019 

CFS46 Committee on World Food Security

ROME, ITALY 

10-12 SEPTEMBER 2019 

7th Seed Congress of the Americas

BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA

10 OCTOBER 2019 

World Trade Organisation (WTO) Public Forum

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND

9-10 OCTOBER 2019 

PBI Workshop at the premises of ICRISAT

HYDERABAD, INDIA 

30 OCT – 1 NOV 2019

UPOV Council approved the opening of the Explanatory Note on 
EDV

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 

6 NOVEMBER 2019

10 years of the French Seed Union (UFS)

PARIS, FRANCE 



2 DECEMBER 2019 

Launch of the International Year of Plant Health (IYPH 2020), 
led by FAO Director General Qu Dongyu and Ralf Lopian, Chair 
of the IYPH International Steering Committee. ISF Secretary 
General Michael Keller: “Plant health starts with seed health. 
It is at the heart of our sector’s daily business.”

ROME, ITALY 

10-14 FEBRUARY 2020 

33rd meeting of ISHI-Veg. Discussions took place on the latest 
innovations that will set the trend in seed health testing. 

HAARLEM, THE NETHERLANDS

28-29 NOV. 2019 

9th International 
Conference on 
Intellectual Property 
Protection for Plant 
Innovation. 

 AMSTERDAM, THE NETHERLANDS 

22 JANUARY 2020

World Economic Forum 
Annual Meeting. ISF attended 
the Food Systems Dialogue, 
expressing its commitment 
to sustainable food systems 
with seed as a critical 
starting point.

DAVOS, SWITZERLAND

25 MARCH 2020

The EDV Task Force 
composed of ISF, 
CIOPORA, CropLife 
and Euroseeds held 
a virtual meeting 
towards further 
clarifying the notion 
of EDV at UPOV.

ONLINE

29 - 30 JANUARY 2020

ISF workshop on Systems Approach

MONTEREY, CALIFORNIA 

14 DECEMBER 2019

Annual meeting of TSUAB 

ANTALYA, TURKEY 

5 FEBRUARY 2020

ISF panel session at Fruit 
Logistica about the future 
of plant breeding. Public 
acceptance of innovations, 
such as gene-editing, requires 
a broad stakeholder effort to 
engage diverse audiences in 
the value chain. 

BERLIN, GERMANY

24-29 NOVEMBER 2019

Asian Seed Congress. ISF 
presented an update on 
the Systems Approach and 
ePhyto before the APSA 
Standing Committee on 
International Trade and 
Quarantine. 

KUALA LUMPUR, MALAYSIA
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11-16 NOVEMBER 2019

8th session of the 
Governing body to 
the ITPGRFA. ISF 
reiterated the seed 
sector’s commitment 
to the Treaty. 
Disappointingly, 
the GB8 concluded 
with a rejection of a 

compromise package on enhancing the Multilateral System of 
access and benefit sharing for plant genetic resources for food 
and agriculture. 

ROME ITALY

23-28 FEBRUARY 2020 

ISF Spring Meetings. Progress was made in formulating ISF’s 
Key Strategic Objectives for 2021-2025. With guests from UPOV, 
World Farmers’ Association, and CGIAR. Hosted by ANSEME and 
the Portuguese National Authority for Animal Health (DGAV). 

PORTO, PORTUGAL



I S F  I N  F I G U R E S
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ISF is the voice of the seed sector 
at the global level.

the year that the International Seed Trade 
Federation (FIS) was founded, which later 
merged with the Association of Plant 
Breeders (ASSINSEL) in 2002 to form what 
is now ISF.1924

Of the 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) adopted by the UN,  

the seed industry contributes  
to a majority, such as: no poverty; 

zero hunger; good health and well-
being; decent work and economic 

growth; industry, innovation 
and infrastructure; responsible 

consumption and production; climate 
action; life on land; and partnerships  

for the goals.

Our members include national seed 
associations, seed companies and 
seed-related companies (2019).

6%
8%

8%

29%

46%Europe

Asia

Oceania

South
America

North
America

Africa

3%

75
countries, where ISF’s members come from – and 
this number continues to grow yearly!

7,500
Number of seed companies involved 

in ISF through membership in 
national seed and trade associations 

or through direct membership.  
They are small and medium 

enterprises, family businesses, 
cooperatives, and international 
companies who are engaged in 

breeding, production and trading.

Our association’s income and expenses in 

0

500 000

1 000 000

1 500 000

2 000 000

2 500 000

Membership contributions:
1 264 102

World Seed Congress Income
(Registrations, sponsors, management fees):
923 314

Others: 36 901

CH
F

Communication: 98 626

Consulting (Technical, Legal 
& Financial): 50 906

Meetings: 104 121

ISHI-Veg: 129 685

Office: 144 337

Travel: 166 557

Personnel: 1 242 404

EXPENSES INCOME

2019
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K E Y  S T R A T E G I C  O B J E C T I V E S  2 0 1 6 - 2 0 2 1

In previous years, the ISF Working Group on Plant Breeding 
Innovations (WG PBI) has established the criteria for the 
adoption of science-based, consistent policies for products 
of the latest plant breeding methods. Last year, we adopted 
a more targeted approach to achieve alignment among 
countries on the scope of the regulatory oversight. 

Focus was given on countries which had 1) a high level of 
influence regionally or internationally, 2) greater likelihood 
that increased ISF involvement will lead to improvement 
in policy development, and 3) existing resources locally 
and regionally. Following this strategic assessment, actions 
were taken: 

•	 Japan: meetings with JASTA, key players of the Japanese 
seed industry and respective ministry officials. ISF 
provided written input for genome editing policies. 

•	 India: advocated the global seed industry position in a 
workshop with government officials and representatives 
of the private and public breeding sectors. ISF 
provided written opinion to the policy document on 
Genome Edited Organisms: Regulatory Framework and 
Guidelines for Risk Assessment. 

•	 South Asia: in coordination with CLI, ISF took part in PBI 
workshops in Indonesia, Philippines, Vietnam 

•	 Central America: together with CLI, regular calls were 
organized among stakeholders to align actions and 
monitor developments 

 

To support National Seed Associations and company 
members in initiating dialogue with their government and 
other stakeholders, the WG PBI is developing a set of key 
principles on information sharing on the used breeding 
methods. The goal is to achieve consistency in approach at 
regional and national levels. Information sharing considers 
the needs of regulators, the agricultural value chain and 
consumers. 
 
Another organization engaged by ISF is the International 
Grade Trade Coalition (IGTC) which collaborated on 
common key messages and talking points on plant 
breeding innovation. ISF participated together with IGTC 
in a meeting on Plant Breeding and Innovation organised 
by the International Grain Coalition in London. To initiate 
discussion with the fresh produce industry ISF hosted an 
informative panel discussion about the future of plant 
breeding at the Fruit Logistica in Berlin. Emphasis was 
made on why innovation is needed in agriculture and how 
consumer acceptance can be gained.

PHYTOSANITARY COMMITTEE 
 
The International Year of Plant Health (IYPH) 2020 
provides an opportunity for increased cooperation with 
National Plant Protection Organizations (NPPOs), raising 
their awareness of pest risk management activities within 
the seed sector, and bringing focus to the ISF Regulated 

Pest List Initiative (RPLI), ISHI test methods and position 
papers. ISF is a member of the Steering Committee of 
the International Year of Plant Health at FAO level and 
representing the private sector. The ISF Secretariat through 
its Members’ Area has facilitated the sharing of ideas and 
activities being held by associations for the benefit of its 
members.
 
ISF collaborated with the Asia & Pacific Seed Association 
(APSA) to provide comments on the Asia and Pacific 
Plant Protection Commission (APPPC) Regional Standard 
for phytosanitary measures on chili seed, using the ISF 
Regulated Pest List to indicate the pests of concern.  
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INNOVATION 

•	 To move towards more consistent policies for products developed through the latest plant breeding methods 
	 to enable their use and to ensure uninterrupted trade. 

MOVEMENT OF SEED 

•	 To promote the harmonization of technically and scientifically justified frameworks for phytosanitary measures 
		 and to prevent them becoming non-tariff trade barriers. 

•	 To promote the use of seed certification schemes and seed quality assurance systems. 

•	 To promote the harmonization of regulations governing seed applied technologies at global and regional levels. 



The ISF Phytosanitary Committee also prepared talking 
points with technical and regulatory information in 
response to several proposed import requirements 
published in the World Trade Notifications for National 
Seed Associations to share with their respective NPPOs 
where there is an opportunity to seek input during the 
request for comment period. 
 
The ISF Systems Approach Working Group is currently 
working on an internal document providing the 
industry view on Systems Approach for Seed. Further, 
the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) 
is embarking on the drafting of an Annex to ISPM38 
(‘Design and use of Systems Approaches for phytosanitary 
certification of seeds’), which may lead to a harmonized 
framework for Systems Approach and guidance to NPPOs 
on approval of industry production practices and an audit 
process that can be implemented globally. This would 
facilitate global seed trade and likely reduce the workload 
of NPPOs. The Systems Approach WG is developing 
proposals, which will be shared with the IPPC Expert 
Drafting Group to be nominated in 2021. 
 
As member of the IPPC’s ePhyto Industry Advisory Group 
(IAG), ISF successfully completed a case study moving seed 
from the US to Argentina without a paper phyto certificate 
and using only the HUB. Further case studies are planned 
for re-exports as well as for forage and turf where the 
paper phyto certificate is used not only for NPPO to NPPO 
communication, but for exchange of payment. These case 
studies will help industry and NPPOs anticipate issues 
when shifting to ePhyto. 
 
The South African National Seed Organization (SANSOR) 
organized with the support of ISF an ePhyto workshop held 
between their NPPO and industry. The workshop resulted 
in a mapping of the process to move seed internationally 
and the use of the paper certificate. It also succeeded in 
identifying the challenges, opportunities and next steps of 
implementation.

SEED HEALTH
 
Tomato Brown Rugose Fruit Virus (ToBRFV), a new virus 
that overcomes resistance to Tobamoviruses in tomato, 
was detected in tomato plants in production fields in many 
countries, such as Mexico, Germany, US, the Netherlands and 
Italy, and wider spread is likely. Even though ISHI-Veg had 
no access to infected seed, it rapidly developed a molecular 
assay that detects ToBRFV in tomato seed. The primers 
used in the assay are being used by some NPPOs for official 
testing of tomato seed lots.
 
‘Candidatus Liberibacter solanacearum’ (CLso) is a bacterium 
that has been widely regulated in carrot, parsley and other 
Apiaceous seed even though its transmission to crops 
through infected seed is still contested. To facilitate the 
trade of carrot seed, ISHI-Veg developed and validated its 
method. Official labs in seven countries participated in a 
comparative test organised by ISHI-Veg to show the method 
is reproducible, an important method performance criterion. 
The method is mentioned and cited in the European Plant 
Protection Office’s new standard for CLso detection. 
 
ISHI-Veg wrote a scientific opinion on the use of High 
Throughput Sequencing, an emerging new technology that 
has potential advantages but also limitations for use in 
seed health testing. It also developed a short fact sheet on 
Southern Tomato Virus (STV). Seed is a reported pathway 
for STV in tomato and the virus is present in many regions. 
But as the extent to which STV can cause disease in 
infected plants is not clear, experts in ISHI-Veg are 
of the view there is no scientific basis for regulating STV  
in tomato seed. Both these documents are available on 
ISF’s website. 
 
In an initiative taken by CropLife Asia, an ISF partner 
organization, the NPPO of an Asian country was invited 
to review its pest lists for five vegetable seed crops using 
information in the Regulated Pest List Database for these 
crops. Consequently, 14 pests of these five crops were 
removed from the country’s list of regulated pests. Import 
permits for seed of these crops have now been changed 
accordingly as well. 
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SPECIAL GROUP SEED HEALTH - “SHAPING THE FUTURE OF ISHI AND RPLI” 

The last meeting of ISF’s Board of Directors in Amman saw the birth of the Special Group on 
Seed Health. Seed health plays a vital role in the international movement of seed. The Board 
of the Seed Health Group provides guidance, oversight, and governance to two initiatives of ISF  
in the field of seed health - ISHI-Veg and RPLI.

The Special Group Seed Health: 
1.	 forms a bridge between the technical and business perspectives in seed health testing,  

and between the technical and regulatory issues on pests for which seed is a pathway 

2.	 reinforces the vegetable industry’s efforts to mitigate the effect of phytosanitary regulations, 
especially those requiring seed testing, through a closer alignment of the activities of ISHI-Veg 
and the RPLI

3.	 provides a future-oriented structure that safeguards the continuation of seed health test 
method development and the pest lists 

The Board will work in tandem with ISF’s Phytosanitary Committee and Vegetable & Ornamental 
Crop Section Board. It will collaborate with other crop section boards when ISHI and RPLI 
activities extend to field, forage and turf crops. 



ISF provided regular feedback to UPOV on the functioning 
of PRISMA, their online tool to fill PVP applications. ISF 
encourages companies to make use of this tool which 
helps to harmonize the procedures at the national and 
regional levels.
 
The Intellectual Property Committee has been very active 
in the debate around the interpretation of the latest 
Explanatory Note on Essentially Derived Varieties (EDV). 
It is critical that every country interprets this concept 

in the same way and ISF has joined forces with other 
breeders associations (the four Regional Seed Associations, 
CIOPORA and Crop life International) to assert that the 
modification of one or more characteristics in an initial 
variety - for example, via the latest breeding methods - 
does not automatically lead the new variety to be out of 
the scope of EDVs. 

The use of molecular markers in DUS would also benefit 
from being harmonized among UPOV members. ISF 
has created a dedicated Biochemical and Molecular 
Techniques Working Group (WG BMT) to get an 
understanding of the various positions of the seed 
associations and companies on the use of molecular 
markers and to complete ISF View on IP, if necessary, by 
additional statements. 
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS

•	 To facilitate cooperation between countries in order to simplify procedures for plant variety protection 
		 at an international level. 

•	 To support members in implementing effective intellectual property rights in their countries. 

DISEASE RESISTANCE TERMINOLOGY 
 
The ISF Working Group on Disease Resistance Terminology 
(WG DRT) promotes consistency in the use of terminology 
on disease resistance. The WG DRT completed the revision 
of 25 differential tables available on ISF’s website. The 
revision resulted in greater alignment in terminology, style 
and structure and provided complementary information on 
the practical use of the differential tables. 
 
SEED CERTIFICATION 
 
ISF advocated the improvement of label security and its 
harmonization among members of OECD Seed Schemes. 
The seed sector supports simplifications that aim to reduce 
the financial and administrative burdens of the companies. 
ISF would support a future scenario when OECD labels 
will take over the OECD Certificates. However, the security 
elements of labels need to be enhanced and harmonized 
and global compliance with import and certification 
regulations should be ensured as a precondition of this 
possible future change. 

 

SEED APPLIED TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE 
 
ISF continued to strengthen its communication by regularly 
publishing the Sat Com news to share insights and news 
on regulatory trends and best practices. It highlighted the 
engagement with authorities to provide information on 
seed treatments and the need to move seed internationally 
given the importance of seed treatment to farmers. Several 
outreach activities took place in coordination with partners 
based on the ISF position paper on the movement of 
treated seed. 
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During the last three years, Illegal Seed Practices has 
become a priority as the impact on the seed business is 
constantly increasing. With its members, ISF reviewed 
the overall engagement of the seed sector by building 
specific taskforces, elaborating communication activities, 
best practices and experiences in engaging with national 
authorities. The work of ISF is embedded in a strong 
partnership with associations such as the Breeders Trust, 
CIOPORA, SICASOV and the Anti Infringement Bureau. 
Forces are gathering to raise awareness on the topic and to 
give a common message to infringers and to international 
organizations such as Europol and Interpol which are 
starting to understand the key role of seed in the food value 
chain. Further engagement took place also at OECD level. 

ISF continues its engagement toward farmers, especially 
through the World Farmers Organisation (WFO) with whom 
ISF met on various occasions. ISF became a partner of “The 
Climakers” initiative, putting farmers at the heart of the 
discussions on climate change at the United Nations level. 

The World Seed Partnership (WSP), a joint initiative by OECD, 
UPOV, ISTA, WFO and ISF engaged in several activities and 
outreach to provide guidance on the development of an 
appropriate and effective seed regulatory framework. 

ISF continues to represent the seed sector in various 
international organizations. The new FAO Director General 
Dr Qu Dongyu expressed during a meeting the organization’s 
willingness to put innovation and collaboration with the 
private sector at the heart of the future policies of FAO. He 
sees the role of the private sector as key to achieve FAO’s 
objectives in terms of establishing sustainable food supply 
all around the world. Sustainability is definitely at the core 
of the concerns of the Breeders Committee, which focuses 
on linking its actions with the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). 

ENGAGEMENT 

• To engage with our members to strengthen cooperation so that the seed industry speaks with one voice. 

• To engage with all stakeholders in the value chain to foster cooperation. 

• To raise awareness and build understanding of the seed industry and the benefits it brings to a global society. 

WANT TO KNOW MORE? 
Listen to updates from the Chairs of the Breeders 
Committee, Phytosanitary Committee and the Vegetable 
& Ornamental Crop Section in this video series: 

https://www.youtube.com/
playlist?list=PLqS3dniUklKBgshpZ4wfxXCIIdIH57MBp

2019 saw the final leg of negotiations around the 
enhancement of the functioning of the Multilateral System 
(MLS) of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources 
for Food and Agriculture (ITPGRFA), including potential 
amendments in the Standard Material Transfer Agreement 
(SMTA).

After six years of negotiations, Parties were unable to 
agree on the modalities of the enhancement of the 
functioning of the MLS during the 8th session of the 
Governing Body of the ITPGRFA in November 2019. 
Expectations were too different amongst parties who 
preferred to leave the system as it is now for 10 years. The 
status quo is also due to the emergence of discussions on 
the management of Access and Benefit Sharing on Digital 
Sequence Information (DSI). ISF is concerned that this 
over-regulation will greatly impede research and make it 

more burdensome or impossible for breeders to develop 
the future varieties needed to address the challenges of 
our world.

ISF remains engaged on the topic and continues 
supporting the ITPGRFA by reviewing its approach with 
partners and governments. An informal dialogue with 
some governments willing to enhance the movement of 
genetic resources has started, to understand how they see 
the future and which way forward they can visualize. 

BIODIVERSITY

• To promote the International Treaty as the preferred tool to administer Plant Genetic Resources for Food
and Agriculture (PGRFA), making the process more business-oriented and user-friendly. 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqS3dniUklKBgshpZ4wfxXCIIdIH57MBp 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqS3dniUklKBgshpZ4wfxXCIIdIH57MBp 
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ISF bodies and personalities 2019-2020
As per elections in Nice, June 2019
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Donald Coles 
Vice President

Jean-Christophe 
Gouache 
Past President

Marco van Leeuwen 
Second Vice
President

Christoph Betschart 
Treasurer

Marc Cool  
Chair of Breeders 
Committee

E X E C U T I V E  C O M M I T E E

I S F  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

Eduard Fitó, Spain (President)
Donald Coles, Australia (Vice-President)
Marco van Leeuwen, Netherlands (Second Vice-President)
Jean-Christophe Gouache, France (Immediate Past-President)
Christoph Betschart, Switzerland (Treasurer)
Marc Cool, United States (Chair, Breeders Committee)
Vicente Navarro, Netherlands (Chair, Vegetable and  
Ornamental Crop Section)
Darrell Dziver, Canada (Chair, Forage and Turf Crop Section)
Ellen Sparry, Canada (Chair, Field Crop Section)
Michael Leader, Australia (Chair, Phytosanitary Committee)
Klaus Schlünder, Germany (Chair, Seed Applied Technologies 
Committee)

Hamdi Ciftciler, Turkey (Chair, Trade and Arbitration Rules 
Committee)
Santosh Attavar, India (Member-at-large)
Miguel Alvarez Arancedo, Argentina (Member-at-large)
Franck Berger, France (Permanent Seat)
Riadh Gabsi, Tunisia (Member-at-large)
Roberto Guarnieri, Italy (Member-at-large)
Mike Gumina, United States (Permanent Seat)
David Malan, South Africa (Member-at-large)
Christian Pflug, Brazil (Member-at-large)
Mary Ann Sayoc, Philippines (Member-at-large)
Weibo Song, China (Permanent Seat)
Osamu Sugimura, Japan (Permanent Seat)
Brent Stirling, New Zealand (Member-at-large)

I S F  H O N O R A R Y  L I F E  M E M B E R S

Antonio Calvelo (1990), Argentina
Gilbert Gouin (1996), France
Paul King (1996), Canada
Owen J. Newlin (1996), United States
Jean–Louis Duval (2000), France
Jürg Hauenstein (2000), Switzerland
Gisbert Kley (2002), Germany
Peter Lange (2002), Germany
Dietrich Schmidt (2004), United States
Christopher Ahrens (2006), United Kingdom

Bernard Le Buanec (2006), France
Selwyn Manning (2007), New Zealand
Orlando de Ponti (2012), Netherlands
John Gilbert (2014), United Kingdom
Anton van Doornmalen (2014), Netherlands
Tim Johnson (2016), United States
Gerard Meijerink (2018), Netherlands
Stephen Smith (2018), United States

I S F  S E C R E T A R I A T

Michael Keller, Secretary General
Radha Ranganathan, Technical Affairs Director 
Szabolcs Ruthner, Regulatory Affairs Manager
Hélène Khan Niazi, International Agriculture Manager
Rose Souza Richards, Seed Health Manager
Marie Tahmazian, Finance, Account, Members Engagement 
Manager

Francine Sayoc, Communications Manager
Sylvie Canton, Events Manager
Airah Cadiogan, Digital Media Associate 
Camille Béronie, Events Assistant
Estelle Lligona, Events Intern (September 2019 to July 2020)
Yaiser Avila Rodriguez, Technical Intern (February to July 2020)

Eduard Fitó
President
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M E M B E R S  O F  S E C T I O N  B O A R D S  A N D  C O M M I T T E E S

M E M B E R S  O F  S E C T I O N  B O A R D S  A N D  C O M M I T T E E S

MEMBERS OF SECTION BOARDS

  FIELD CROP SECTION

	 Ellen Sparry, Chair	 2018

1	 Samuel Gaste	 2019	 FR
2	 Michael Gohn	 2019	 AT
3	 Eugenio Gonzalez	 2019	 ES
4	 Suleyman Yavuz Ilgun	 2019	 TR
5	 Jean–Paul Krattiger	 2019	 CH
6	 Nigel Moore, Vice–Chair	 2018	 UK
7	 Huub Beelen 	 2018	 NL
8	 Bill Belzer	 2018	 US
9	 Eugenie A.C. van de Bilt	 2018	 NL
10	 Franco Brazzabeni	 2018	 IT
11	 Nick Goble	 2018	 ZA
12	 Mike Gumina	 2018	 US
13	 Pavel Horcicka 	 2018	 CZ
14	 Shande Liu	 2018	 CN
15	 Kim Bonde Petersen	 2018	 DK
16	 Wolf von Rhade 	 2018	 DE
17	 Patrick Spadin	 2018	 FR
18	 Xiaobo Zhu	 2018	 CN
19-25 (Vacancy)

	 President – Ex officio		
	 1st Vice–President – Ex officio	

  FORAGE AND TURF CROP SECTION

	 Darrell Dziver, Chair	 2014-16-2018

1	 Adger Banken	 2019	 NL
2	 Jiri Barta	 2019	 CZ
3	 Soeren Halbye	 2019	 DK
4	 Mark Harvey	 2019	 AU
5	 Michael Malin	 2019	 US
6	 Emrah Ozdemir	 2019	 TR
7	 Martin Zingoni	 2019	 AR
8	 Brian Lever, Vice-Chair	 2018	 ZA
9	 William Gilbert	 2018	 UK
10	 Nicolas van Hanja	 2018	 FR
11	 Satoshi Inoue	 2018	 JP
12	 Tobias Schmid	 2018	 CH
13	 Brent Stirling	 2018	 NZ
14	 Eike Hupe	 2019	 DE
15	 (Vacancy)		

	 President – Ex officio		
	 1st Vice–President – Ex officio		
	

  VEGETABLE AND ORNAMENTAL CROP SECTION

	 Vicente Navarro, Chair	 2013–15-17-2019

1	 Andreas Mueller	 2019	 DE
2	 Kim Nielsen	 2019	 DK
3	 Santosh Attavar	 2018	 IN
4	 Franck Berger	 2018	 FR
5	 Fabrizio Ceccarelli	 2018	 IT
6	 Jorge Chepote	 2018	 US
7	 Matthew Johnston	 2018	 CH
8	 Yoshihiro Konno	 2018	 JP
9	 David Malan	 2018	 ZA
10	 Arpad Pavelka	 2018	 HU
11	 Mary Ann Sayoc	 2018	 PH
12	 Weihong Tian	 2018	 CN
13	 Matthew Mouw (ornamental)	 2019	 US
14	 Amit Einav	 2019	 IL
15	 John-Pieter Schipper	 2019	 NL

	 President – Ex officio	
	 1st Vice–President – Ex officio	
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MEMBERS OF STANDING COMMITTEES

  BREEDERS

	 Marc Cool, Chair	 2018

1	 Ellen Sparry, Vice-Chair	 2019	 CA
2	 Anke van den Hurk (SAC)	 2019	 NL
3	 Leon Broers	 2019	 DE
4	 Stevan Madjarac	 2019	 US
5	 Mary Ann Sayoc	 2019	 PH
6	 Bert Schrijver	 2019	 NL
7	 Ali Ustun	 2019	 TR
8	 José Ré (IPC)	 2018	 US
9	 Miguel Alvarez Arancedo	 2018	 AR
10	 Yutaka Fukunaga	 2018	 JP
11	 Olivier Lucas	 2018	 FR
12	 Jian Zhang	 2018	 CN
13	 Johan Warringa	 2019	 NL
14	 (Vacancy)		
15	 (Vacancy)		

	 President – Ex officio		
	 1st Vice–President – Ex officio	

  TRADE AND ARBITRATION RULES

1	 Hamdi Ciftciler, Chair	 2015-2017-2019

2	 Roque Caivano	 2019	 AR
3	 Fabrizio Ceccarelli	 2019	 IT
4	 Gerald Cheynet	 2019	 FR
5	 Tomas Cullen	 2019	 AR
6	 Qilong Duan	 2019	 CN
7	 Darrell Dziver	 2019	 CA
8	 Riadh Gabsi	 2019	 TN
9	 Brian Lever	 2019	 ZA
10	 Michael Malin	 2019	 US
11	 Aykut Ozbugday	 2019	 TR
12	 Tim Teague	 2019	 AU
13	 Corinna Wurmstein	 2019	 DE
14	 Manni Yang	 2018	 CN
15	 (Vacancy)

	 President – Ex officio		
	 1st Vice–President – Ex officio			 
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NB: The figures indicate the year of election and re–election

According to the ISF Articles of Association, art. 15.2, in the BC and SAT–Com, the Chairperson is not included in the count, whereas in the other 
committees the Chairperson is included in the count.

Chairs of Section Boards and Standing Committees are ex officio Members of the Board of Directors

Chairs of SAC and IPC are ex officio Members of the Breeders Committee

For up–to–date lists, please contact the ISF Secretariat

  PHYTOSANITARY

1	 Michael Leader, Chair	 2019

2	 Pierre Amouroux	 2019	 FR
3	 Gabriela Andrade	 2019	 BR
4	 Isabella Bezuidenhout	 2019	 ZA
5	 Fabrizio Ceccarelli	 2019	 IT
6	 Marian de Beuze	 2019	 NL
7	 Mark Johnson	 2019	 NZ
8	 Nathan Lyu	 2019	 CN
9	 Tom Moore	 2019	 US
10	 Dieter Ruecker	 2019	 DE
11	 Natalia Fernandez Eraso	 2018	 AR
12	 Claudio Feulner	 2019	 CA
13	 Jun Kurata	 2019	 JP
14	 Scott Heuchelin	 2019	 US
15	 (Vacancy)		
	 Frank Claessens, Permanent Observer Seed Health	

	 President, Ex officio		
	 1st Vice-President, Ex officio	 	

  SEED APPLIED TECHNOLOGIES

	 Klaus Schluender, Chair	 2014-16-2018

1	 Luc Dormoy	 2019	 FR
2	 Rick Turner	 2019	 US
3	 Bekir Artam Atalay	 2018	 TR
4	 Jeff Daniels	 2018	 US
5	 Philippe Lesigne	 2018	 BE
6	 Alfonso Diaz	 2019	 UY
7	 Boualem Saidi	 2019	 DE
8	 Atsushi Iwata	 2019	 JP
9	 Palle Pedersen	 2019	 CH
10	 Morten Boisen	 2018	 CH
11	 Rowdy Smith	 2018	 US
12	 Jörn Dau	 2019	 DE
13	 Veronique Heyes	 2019	 UK
14	 Robert Pronk	 2019	 NL
15	 (Vacancy)		

	 President, Ex officio		
	 1st Vice-President, Ex officio		
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MEMBERS OF OTHER COMMITTEES

  SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE

1	 Anke van den Hurk, Chair	 2019	 NL

2	 Paul Olson, Vice–Chair	 2020	 DE
3	 Miguel Alvarez Arancedo	 2019	 AR
4	 Lukeshni Chetty	 2019	 ZA
5	 Thomas Nickson	 2019	 US
6	 Mary Ann Sayoc	 2019	 PH
7	 Wenhui Ma	 2020	 CN
8	 Emin Donmez	 2019	 TR
9	 Claudio Feulner	 2019	 CA
10	 Frank Michiels	 2019	 BE
11	 Jasmina Susic	 2019	 ES
12	 Jim Gaffney	 2019	 US
13	 Laetitia Authenac	 2019	 FR
14	 Petra Laux	 2020	 CH
15	 Ludovic Paris	 2020	 FR

  INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

1	 José Ré, Chair	 2020	 US

2	 Magali Pla, Vice-Chair	 2020	 FR
3	 Judith de Roos	 2019	 NL
4	 Claudia Hallebach	 2019	 DE
5	 Arvind Kapur	 2019	 IN
6	 Laurens Kroon	 2019	 NL
7	 Serdar Mart	 2019	 TR
8	 Antonio Villarroel	 2019	 ES
9	 Liyang Zhang	 2019	 CN
10	 Lukeshni Chetty	 2019	 ZA
11	 Jean Donnenwirth	 2019	 FR
12	 Stevan Madjarac	 2019	 US
13	 Alessandra Fajardo	 2019	 BR
14	 Deborah Hill	 2020	 US
15	 Nobuhito Miwa	 2020	 JP
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